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GEOG 362: ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT  
University of Arizona 

School of Geography & Development 
 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 50 minutes 
 

Instructor: Niki vonHedemann, Ph.D. Candidate in Geography  
Office: ENR2 5th floor north side pod 
Contact: nvonhedemann@email.arizona.edu 
Office hours: TBD, or drop by when I’m there  
Course Website: D2L/Brightspace 
Preferred pronouns: she/her/hers 

 

 
Course Description  

 
What is development? We will delve into this term further, but traditional approaches argue that 
development is positive economic growth through processes like industrialization and increased 
agricultural production. While these processes have led to profound and sometimes positive 
changes, they have also led to negative social and environmental outcomes. This course explores 
historical and current theories of development with an approach focused on environmental systems, 
including such foci as land, water, food, energy, climate, disasters, waste, etc. We will explore the 
impact of development interventions in the “developing” and “industrialized” world and how these 
processes are entwined with capitalism, which is inextricably linked to environmental degradation.  
We will address more recent methods to improve the impacts of development on both 
environments and people through mainstream approaches like sustainable development and more 
radical alternative development approaches. Students should leave this course with a deeper critical 
understanding of development and its impact on the environment and with new skills to help create 
a more just and sustainable world.  
 
This is a learner-centered course in that you as the students will take on an active role in your 
learning. Traditional lecturing will be kept at a minimum, and you will participate in active learning 
activities throughout the course that will aid in your comprehension and retention of course 
material. You will gain the most from the course when you come prepared to actively participate in 
class activities. After this course, you should be able to analyze evidence critically and derive your 
own beliefs and opinions while respecting others’. The skills gained in this course should help you 
understand how your actions and decisions affect local and global scales so you can engage in your 
chosen careers in a constructive way.  
 
Course topics include: 

- The current state of the global environment and inequality  

- Capitalism, the industrial revolution, and connections to environment and development  

- Theoretical approaches to the development project  

- Environmental and social impacts of development  

- Sustainable development  

- Alternative development theories  

- Social movements surrounding environment and development  
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- Neoliberalism, market environmentalism, and the commodification of nature  

- Dispossession of land, labor, and resources  
 
 

Course Objectives 
 

By the end of this course, students should be able to:  
1) Describe and explain the current state of the global environment and the origins of 

contemporary inequality [assessed by exam, minute papers]. 
2) Evaluate different theoretical approaches to development interventions as applied in various 

global contexts throughout history (including sustainable development, alternative 
development, and neoliberal interventions) [assessed by exam, minute papers, discussions]. 

3) Evaluate case studies of environment and development interventions for their 
environmental and social impacts and present this analysis and evaluation in an 
argumentative essay [assessed by case study paper, minute papers, discussions]. 

4) Apply the perspectives of social movements to different development and environment 
interventions [assessed by minute papers, discussions]. 

5) Create alternatives for truly sustainable development and present them in a coherent, 
persuasive oral presentation to an audience of their colleagues [assessed by building 
alternatives paper and presentation] 

6) Engage in class debate in a respectful manner [assessed by discussions]. 
 
 

Course Materials 
 

There are no specific materials that need to be purchased for this course. All readings are available 
on D2L or as ebooks through the library. You will be notified when you need a laptop for in-class 
activities. Laptops are available on loan from the library 
(https://new.library.arizona.edu/tech/borrow/laptops).   
 

 
Course Assessments  

 

Assessment Percentage 

Participation (including daily minute papers)  25% 

D2L Discussions 10% 

Midterm exam  15% 

Midterm paper – case study 20% 

Final paper – building alternatives 15% 

Final presentation – building alternatives 15% 

 
Participation 
Active participation is key for effective learning in this course. There will be a variety of 
opportunities for contributing to class discussions and other activities so that everyone can find a 
way in which they feel comfortable contributing. You all will often take on the roles of leaders, 
presenters, and facilitators in class. Together we will create a class climate of exploration, healthy 
debate, and mutual respect.  

https://new.library.arizona.edu/tech/borrow/laptops)
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A large contribution to this participation will be daily minute papers, where you will be asked to 
write for a few minutes about the previous night’s reading and reflect on class activities. These are 
not formal content quizzes. Rather, the papers are meant for you to show me that you completed 
the assigned activities and understand the topic at hand. They are also an opportunity to develop 
your own analyses and opinions and ask further questions for clarification. You can miss two minute 
papers without any penalty, to accommodate excused absences. 
 
Part of this participation will also be contributing to various short assessment activities throughout 
the class periods where you will complete a task. These are not meant to be an excessive burden to 
you outside of class, but rather are intended to help you actively learn the material.  
 
D2L Discussions 
A few times throughout the semester, you will find an article regarding a development intervention 
and/or social movement related to the environment, read the article, and post a summary and 
reflection on the theoretical approach of the intervention on D2L.  You will then be asked to 
respond to two classmates’ articles. This will help you start finding and analyzing real-world 
examples of content discussed in class, preparing you for your case study paper. This is practice for 
an essential skill that you will use the rest of your life: gathering credible information (on whatever 
topic is of interest to you or is in the news) and forming opinions on it.  
 
Midterm exam 
Midway through the semester, there will be an in-class exam on the historical trajectory and current 
state of the global environment and inequality. The exam will consist of short answer and essay 
questions. You will have the opportunity to work with a fellow classmate on this exam in class so 
you can discuss your reasoning and practice working constructively in a team. There will be no final 
exam for this course.  The exam is included to ensure that you understand core concepts before we 
move onto more complicated material. The exam should be a learning opportunity itself, where you 
can apply the concepts you have learned, and I can gather feedback to assess the class’s progress. 
 
Midterm paper – case study  
For the case study paper, you will choose a case study of a development intervention that has an 
explicit environmental connection, evaluate the impacts of this case, and write a critical analysis of it 
(see below for assignment details). This is an opportunity for you to individually explore a topic 
and/or a region of interest to you. You will complete a peer review of this paper before submission. 
This assessment is intended to give you a chance to explore a topic of interest more in depth, and 
develop, with your peers, your writing skills. 
 
Final paper – building alternatives  
For the building alternatives final paper, you will work in pairs to propose an intervention that 
would bring positive social and environmental impacts – essentially proposing how to “do 
development” better (or reject the traditional development model completely and propose an 
alternative approach). You will assess the proposal’s feasibility and potential impacts and present the 
final paper to the class with your partner.  The purpose of this assessment is to have an opportunity 
to brainstorm building a better future and delve into an problem/solution of interest to you. 
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Final presentation – building alternatives  
Each pair will give a short (10 minute) presentation during the last weeks of the course where you 
will present your alternative development intervention that you have written about in the paper to 
the class.  You will complete assessments of your peers’ presentations. The purpose of this 
presentation is to work on oral presentation skills, rather than solely written communication.   
 

 
Policies, Codes, Etc.  

 
Class climate: A respectful classroom environment is essential for effective learning. Debate and 
disagreement are encouraged and necessary for a stimulating discussion, but degrading remarks will 
not be tolerated.  

 
The UA Threatening Behavior by Students Policy prohibits threats of physical harm to any 
member of the University community, including to oneself. See 
http://policy.arizona.edu/education-and-student-affairs/threatening-behavior-students 
 
The University is committed to creating and maintaining an environment free of discrimination; 
see http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/nondiscrimination-and-anti-harassment-policy 

 
Attendance: Notify me in advance if you have to miss class. Attendance is key for learning well in 
this class and contributes significantly to your participation grade.  
 

The UA’s policy concerning Class Attendance, Participation, and Administrative Drops is 
available at: http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/class-attendance-participation-and-administrative-
drop 

 
The UA policy regarding absences for any sincerely held religious belief, observance or practice 
will be accommodated where reasonable, http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/religious-
accommodation-policy 

 
Absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean Designee) will be honored.  See:  
https://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/absences   

 
Electronic equipment in class (laptops, phones, etc.): Electronics can be great educational tools 
and huge distractors. If you are taking notes on your laptop you must sit in the front row. You are 
often encouraged to bring a laptop for completing in-class activities, however, phones and laptops 
should not be used for non-class purposes during class time. Phones must be on silent during class 
time.  
 
Academic integrity: Building upon previous knowledge is key for learning, however, it is important 
to credit the authors’ original thoughts. All papers must include citations for both paraphrased 
thoughts and direct quotes. If you have questions regarding what constitutes plagiarism, I am more 
than happy to meet with you or review your work before submission. 
 

The UA Code of Academic Integrity is available here: 
http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/sites/deanofstudents.arizona.edu/files/code_of_academic_i
ntegrity.pdf. 

http://policy.arizona.edu/education-and-student-affairs/threatening-behavior-students
http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/nondiscrimination-and-anti-harassment-policy
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/class-attendance-participation-and-administrative-drop
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/class-attendance-participation-and-administrative-drop
http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/religious-accommodation-policy
http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/religious-accommodation-policy
https://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/absences
http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/sites/deanofstudents.arizona.edu/files/code_of_academic_integrity.pdf
http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/sites/deanofstudents.arizona.edu/files/code_of_academic_integrity.pdf
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Learning assistance: Our goal in this classroom is that learning experiences be as accessible as 
possible and that you all have the resources you need to succeed.  

 
DRC: If you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability, please let 
me know immediately so that we can discuss options. You are also welcome to contact the 
Disability Resource Center (520-621-3268) to establish reasonable accommodations; additional 
information is available at http://drc.arizona.edu. 
 
Writing Center: The UA writing center offers great one-on-one feedback for any stage of your 
writing assignments. Drop-in sessions for 15 minutes and appointments for 30 minutes are free. 
https://thinktank.arizona.edu/writing-center  
 

What you can expect from me: I will be available in class, during scheduled appointments and 
office hours, and via email (within reason) to respond to any questions or concerns you may have.  
 
Feedback is essential part of the learning process; I will provide feedback on the assessments in this 
course and you will give feedback to your peers as well. I expect you to engage with me on this 
feedback, utilize it, or tell me why you might disagree. I will also solicit your feedback anonymously 
about the course at various points throughout the semester and utilize this to fit the course to your 
needs or modify the course for future students. 
 
Don’t be shy, and contact me as soon as ambiguities, problems, or concerns arise. My main goal is 
to help you learn in this course!  
 
I reserve the right to change the course schedule. Any changes made will not adversely affect your 
workload or grade. 
 
 

http://drc.arizona.edu/
https://thinktank.arizona.edu/writing-center

