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GEOG 240: OUR DYNAMIC LANDSCAPE  
University of Arizona, School of Geography and Development  

FALL 2018 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS  
MWF 9:00 – 9:50 AM Chemistry, room 209  

 
Instructor: Niki vonHedemann, Ph.D. Candidate in Geography  
Office: ENR2 pod S570-CC. Office hours will be held in S574. Email me for an appointment 

outside of office hours, as I’m not always working at my desk.  
Contact: nvonhedemann@email.arizona.edu 
Office hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 10-11 AM in ENR2 S574 or by appointment (email me)   
Course Website: D2L/Brightspace https://d2l.arizona.edu 
Preferred pronouns: she/her/hers 

 

 
Course Description  

UA catalogue description: Critical perspectives on complex environmental problems; issues include 
environmental hazards, renewable & nonrenewable resources; global, regional, and local patterns, & 
geographic scale are emphasized. 
 
More in-depth course description: Landscapes matter to people. This simple concept gets to the 
heart of geography and the environmental sciences. This course explores four elements of landscape 
change:  

- Geomorphology and the underlying processes of landscape formation and alteration (topics 
include: plate tectonics, volcanism, earthquakes, rivers, weather, glaciers, wind, tides) 

- Biogeography and factors that cause species and biomes to be located in particular places 
(topics include: global climate system, ecosystems, biomes, islands, invasive species, 
dendrochronology)  

- Ecological disturbances that reconfigure and alter landscapes (topics include: fire, flood, 
wind, drought, climate change)  

- Human impacts on landscapes, including human-environment interactions (topics include: 
agriculture, forest use, urban environments, energy extraction, waste, water, risks and 
hazards)  

 
This is a Tier-2 general education natural science course. Your skills in critical thinking, observation, 
graph and map reading, and connecting scientific information to the real world will help you 
understand our dynamic landscapes and your place in them. 
 
The course will involve lectures, small group activities, and in-class discussions. Student in-class 
participation is critical for success.  
 

Course Objectives 
 

By the end of this course, students should be able to:  
- Distinguish different types of physical landforms and apply this understanding to explain 

how geomorphic processes shape the landscape.  

mailto:nvonhedemann@email.arizona.edu
https://d2l.arizona.edu/
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- Analyze how ecosystem components and species distributions are affected by climate and 
topography at the regional scale (biogeography).  

- Analyze how and at what rate and spatial scales landforms and ecosystems are changing 
(disturbance).  

- Evaluate how humans use, influence, and interact with natural landscapes and resources.  
- Evaluate the outcomes and impacts of landscape-changing events (natural disasters), 

communicating a synthesis of research on this topic effectively in written form.  
 

Course Materials 
 
Textbook:  

Pearson Custom Textbook https://collections.pearsoned.com/purchaseebook/#1323514252  
Because no single existing textbook covers this course’s materials, we will be using a custom text 
that combines chapters from multiple textbooks and other written works as needed. Reading 
should be completed by the date indicated on the course schedule. See separate document on 
D2L for details on purchasing this text. These readings are required and will contribute to your 
success in this course.  

 
Laptops:  

You will be notified when you need a laptop for in-class activities. Laptops are available on loan 
from the library (https://new.library.arizona.edu/tech/borrow/laptops).   

 
Course Assessments  

 

Assessment Points Percentage 

Participation 70 7% 

In-class assignments (6 at 25 points each) 150 15% 

Unit Tests (4 at 100 points each)  400 40%  

Term paper part 1(preparation: outline, references, and map) 30 3% 

Term paper (parts 2 and 3 at 100 points each) 200 20% 

Final exam 150 15% 

TOTAL 1000 100% 

Letter grades will be assigned according to the proportion of total points (1000):  
A (90-100%); B (80-89%); C (70-79%); D (60-69%); E (<60%)  

 
Participation:  

Active participation is key for effective learning in this course. There will be a variety of 
opportunities for contributing to class discussions and other activities so that everyone can find 
a way in which they feel comfortable contributing. Together we will create a class climate of 
exploration, healthy debate, and mutual respect.  
 
Part of this participation will also be contributing to various short activities throughout the class 
periods where you will complete a task. These are not meant to be an excessive burden to you 
outside of class, but rather are intended to help you actively learn the material. These are short 
activities that will only take a fraction of the class time, which are different than the in-class 
assignments noted below (longer assignments to be completed in groups during the whole class 
period).  

https://collections.pearsoned.com/purchaseebook/#1323514252
https://new.library.arizona.edu/tech/borrow/laptops)
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I will note attendance through participation in these various activities. 

 
In-class assignments: completed in small groups  

There will be six in-class group assignments that cover various topics. You must read the 
assignment materials ahead of time and come prepared to rapidly work through the materials 
during the class session. Each group assignment is worth 25 points and is a shared grade.  
 
If you have a documented reason for not being able to be in class these scheduled days, notify 
me before the assignment, and it can be made up. Otherwise, no late in-class assignments will be 
accepted.  

 
Unit tests and final exam: completed in pairs  

Four unit tests will cover class material from each quarter of the course, and a final exam will be 
cumulative. Exams will consist of short answer and critical thinking essay questions. You will 
have the opportunity to work with a fellow classmate on this exam in class so you can discuss 
your reasoning and practice working constructively in a team. The exam should be a learning 
opportunity itself, where you can apply the concepts you have learned, and I can gather feedback 
to assess the class’s progress. Exam grades will be the same for each contributing partner.  
 
In the event of a missed exam due to documented, unanticipated, and extenuating personal 
circumstances, a makeup exam may be given. You must contact me before the exam day or you 
may not be allowed to make up the exam.  
 
The date and time of the final exam, along with links to the Final Exam Regulations can be 
found here: https://www.registrar.arizona.edu/courses/final-examination-regulations-and-
information and the Final Exam Schedule here:  
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/schedules/finals.htm. Our final is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 11, 10:30-12:30. Do not book tickets home in advance of this date, particularly 
because this will be a paired exam.  

 
Term paper: completed individually  

This is a 3-part assignment that examines the spatial, regional, and historical context for a 
landscape-changing event. In Part 1, you’ll outline the paper, supply references, and create a 
map. Part 2 is a summary of a disturbance event, and Part 3 is a final draft that includes 
historical and geographic context for your chosen disturbance event. See D2L for specific 
assignment details.  Feedback will be given on each of the two first components so you can 
incorporate it into later drafts.  
 
I will provide feedback on assignment drafts if they are emailed to me at least a week before the 
assignment due date. It is your responsibility to turn in your best work on or before the deadline.  
 
I will accept one late writing assignment throughout the whole semester from each student, but 
it still must be turned in within a 3-day grace period. Grades will be docked one letter grade for 
late submission. Assignments beyond this grace period will not be considered.  

 
 
 

https://www.registrar.arizona.edu/courses/final-examination-regulations-and-information
https://www.registrar.arizona.edu/courses/final-examination-regulations-and-information
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/schedules/finals.htm


 4 

General grade policies:  
Requests for incomplete (I) or withdrawal (W) must be made in accordance with University 
policies, which are available at http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-
system#incomplete and http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-
system#Withdrawal respectively. 
 
If you disagree with the assessment, feedback, or grade earned on an assignment, please bring 
this to my attention within 1 week of return of the graded item. 
 
I will offer extra credit for attending on-campus events that are related to the course material. 
You will be notified of these events when they occur. I encourage you, however, to focus your 
energy on gaining points in the normal assessments and to not rely on extra credit.  

 
 

Policies, Codes, Etc.  
 

Class climate:  
To foster a positive learning environment, students and instructors have a shared responsibility. 
A respectful classroom environment is essential for effective learning. Debate and disagreement 
are encouraged and necessary for a stimulating discussion, but degrading remarks will not be 
tolerated. We want a safe, welcoming, and inclusive environment where all of us feel 
comfortable with each other and where we can challenge ourselves to succeed.  
 
The UA Threatening Behavior by Students Policy prohibits threats of physical harm to any 
member of the University community, including to oneself. See 
http://policy.arizona.edu/education-and-student-affairs/threatening-behavior-students. 
 
The University is committed to creating and maintaining an environment free of discrimination; 
see http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/nondiscrimination-and-anti-harassment-policy 

 
Course communications:  

Important course information will be announced in class, posted on the course website 
(https://d2l.arizona.edu), and/or emailed to the students’ official UA email addresses. Access 
the D2L course site for the class schedule, lecture slides, assignments, assigned readings, 
submission of writing assignments, and grades. Always check the announcements on the 
D2L homepage for updates to the schedule, etc. 
 
I will check my email consistently between 9 AM and 5 PM on weekdays. Please plan 
accordingly if you need my opinion or feedback on an issue. 

 
Attendance:  

Notify me in advance if you have to miss class. Attendance is key for learning well in this class 
and contributes significantly to your participation grade. It is your responsibility to obtain class 
notes from your classmates. 

 
The UA’s policy concerning Class Attendance, Participation, and Administrative Drops is 
available at: http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/class-attendance-participation-and-administrative-
drop 

http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-system#incomplete
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-system#incomplete
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-system#Withdrawal
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-system#Withdrawal
http://policy.arizona.edu/education-and-student-affairs/threatening-behavior-students
http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/nondiscrimination-and-anti-harassment-policy
https://d2l.arizona.edu/
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/class-attendance-participation-and-administrative-drop
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/class-attendance-participation-and-administrative-drop


 5 

 
The UA policy regarding absences for any sincerely held religious belief, observance or practice 
will be accommodated where reasonable, http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/religious-
accommodation-policy. 

 
Absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean Designee) will be honored.  See:  
https://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/absences.   

 
Portable electronic devices in the classroom:  

Electronics can be great educational tools and huge distractors.  
 
SGD policy: Students must not use cellular phones for voice or text messaging during class; they 
must not use social media, make video recordings, take photographs or view unrelated web sites 
on any electronic/Internet-connected device during class. These activities are distracting to other 
students and instructors, and they impede the learning process. The use of laptops (or other 
devices) is permitted only with the instructor’s advanced approval. Students who do not comply 
with this policy may be asked to leave the lecture, lab, or discussion section. Students registered 
with the Disability Resource Center should discuss any accommodations affected by this policy 
with the instructor. 
 
My policy: You are often encouraged to bring a laptop for completing in-class activities, 
however, phones and laptops should not be used for non-class purposes during class time. 

 
Academic integrity:  

Building upon previous knowledge is key for learning, however, it is important to credit the 
authors’ original thoughts. All papers must include citations for both paraphrased thoughts and 
direct quotes. If you have questions regarding what constitutes plagiarism, I am more than happy 
to meet with you or review your work before submission. The University Libraries have some 
excellent tips for avoiding plagiarism, available at 
http://new.library.arizona.edu/research/citing/plagiarism. 

 
Students are encouraged to share intellectual views and discuss freely the principles and 
applications of course materials. However, graded work/exercises must be the product of 
independent effort unless otherwise instructed. Students are expected to adhere to the UA Code 
of Academic Integrity as described in the UA General Catalog. See:  
http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/academic-integrity/students/academic-integrity. 

 
Accessibility and accommodations:  

At the University of Arizona we strive to make learning experiences as accessible as possible. If 
you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability or pregnancy, you 
are welcome to let me know so that we can discuss options.  You are also encouraged to contact 
Disability Resources (520-621-3268) to explore reasonable accommodation; additional 
information is available at http://drc.arizona.edu. 

If you have reasonable accommodations, please plan to meet with me by appointment or during 
office hours to discuss accommodations and how my course requirements and activities may 
impact your ability to fully participate. 

http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/religious-accommodation-policy
http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/religious-accommodation-policy
https://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/absences
http://new.library.arizona.edu/research/citing/plagiarism
http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/academic-integrity/students/academic-integrity
http://drc.arizona.edu/
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Please be aware that the accessible table and chairs in this room should remain available for 
students who find that standard classroom seating is not usable. 

 
Addition resources for students:  
 

Writing Center: The UA writing center offers great one-on-one feedback for any stage of your 
writing assignments. Drop-in sessions for 15 minutes and appointments for 30 minutes are free. 
https://thinktank.arizona.edu/writing-center  
 
UA Academic policies and procedures are available at http://catalog.arizona.edu/policies  
 

Student Assistance and Advocacy information is available at 
http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/student-assistance/students/student-assistance 

 
Confidentiality of student records information is available at 
https://www.registrar.arizona.edu/personal-information/family-educational-rights-and-privacy-
act-1974-ferpa  
 

What you can expect from me:  
I will be available in class, during scheduled appointments and office hours, and via email (within 
reason) to respond to any questions or concerns you may have.  
 
Feedback is essential part of the learning process; I will provide feedback on the assessments in 
this course and you will give feedback to your peers as well. I expect you to engage with me on 
this feedback, utilize it, or tell me why you might disagree. I will also solicit your feedback 
anonymously about the course at various points throughout the semester and utilize this to fit 
the course to your needs or modify the course for future students. 
 
Contact me as soon as ambiguities, problems, or concerns arise. My main goal is to help you 
learn in this course!  

 
 
Information contained in the course syllabus, other than the grade and absence policy, may be 
subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor. I reserve the right to 
change the course schedule. Any changes made will not adversely affect your workload or grade. 
 
 

https://thinktank.arizona.edu/writing-center
http://catalog.arizona.edu/policies
http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/student-assistance/students/student-assistance
https://www.registrar.arizona.edu/personal-information/family-educational-rights-and-privacy-act-1974-ferpa
https://www.registrar.arizona.edu/personal-information/family-educational-rights-and-privacy-act-1974-ferpa
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Dates Topics and important deadlines Points Readings Assignments 

M, 8/20 Introduction, syllabus    

W, 8/22 Essentials of geography  Ch. 1-2  

F, 8/24 NO CLASS – take-home activity     

M, 8/27 Plate tectonics Contributes to 
participation grade 

Ch. 2-3 Reflection questions on 
take-home activity  

W, 8/29 Geomorphic processes: volcanism  Ch. 3  

F, 8/31 Geomorphic processes: earthquakes and faults  Ch. 3  

M, 9/3 NO CLASS – LABOR DAY    

W, 9/5 Group activity 1: geomorphic processes and the 
Wallace Creek earthquake 

25   

F, 9/7 Geomorphic processes: weathering and landslides   Ch. 4  

M, 9/10 Geomorphic processes: river systems 30 Ch. 5 Term paper part 1 due 
(outline) 

W, 9/12 Geomorphic processes: glaciers and glacial 
landscapes 

 Ch. 6  

F, 9/14 Group activity 2: volcanoes and other geomorphic 
features 

25   

M, 9/17 Geomorphic processes: wind and tides  Ch. 7  

W, 9/19 UNIT 1 TEST: geomorphic processes 100   

F, 9/21 Biogeography: global climate system  Ch. 8  

M, 9/24 Biogeography: weather  Ch. 9  

W, 9/26 Biogeography: ecosystems, biomes, and limiting 
factors 

 Ch. 10  

F, 9/28 Biogeography: island biogeography, vicariance, sky 
islands 

 Ch. 11  

M, 10/1 Group activity 3: Mt. Lemmon virtual fieldtrip 25   

W, 10/3 Biogeography: invasive species 100 TBD Term paper part 2 due 
(first half of paper) 

F, 10/5 Biogeography: dendrochronology and forest 
ecosystems 

 TBD  

M, 10/8 Group activity 4: tree rings 25   

W, 10/10 Biogeography: flux towers and the carbon cycle  Ch. 12  
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F, 10/12 UNIT 2 TEST: Biogeography  100   

M, 10/15 Disturbance: fire   Ch. 12, 9, 10  

W, 10/17 Disturbance: flood (sediment and nutrients)  Ch. 5  

F, 10/19 Disturbance: flood (storm surge, flash floods, and 
the built environment) 

 Ch. 5, 7  

M, 10/22 Disturbance: wind  Ch. 7, 9 
Hurricane Maria 
1 Year Later in 
the NY Times 

 

W, 10/24 Disturbance: drought  Ch. 13 
CA drought 
reading in the NY 
Times 

 

F, 10/26 Disturbance: climate change part 1  Ch. 13  

M, 10/29 Group activity 5: Hurricane Harvey 25   

W, 10/31 Disturbance: climate change part 2  Ch. 13  

F, 11/2 Catch up     

M, 11/5 UNIT 3 TEST: Disturbance 100   

W, 11/7 Human landscapes: agricultural and forest resource 
use 

 Ch. 14  

F, 11/9 Human landscapes: urban (built environment)  Ch. 15  

M, 11/12 NO CLASS – VETERAN’S DAY    

W, 11/14 Human landscapes: urban (heat island, air quality)  Ch. 15  

F, 11/16 Human landscapes: energy exploration and 
extraction 

 Ch. 16  

M, 11/19 Peer review of term paper part 3  
Human landscapes: renewable energy 

100 Ch. 17 Complete term paper 
due  

W, 11/21 NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING BREAK   Revised term paper due 
(incorporating peer 
review) 

F, 11/23 NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING BREAK    

M, 11/26 Human landscapes: waste  Ch. 19  

W, 11/28 Human landscapes: water management  Ch. 18  

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/09/20/us/puerto-rico-hurricane-maria-housing.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/09/20/us/puerto-rico-hurricane-maria-housing.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/09/20/us/puerto-rico-hurricane-maria-housing.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/05/us/california-drought-tests-history-of-endless-growth.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/05/us/california-drought-tests-history-of-endless-growth.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/05/us/california-drought-tests-history-of-endless-growth.html
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F, 11/30 UNIT 4 TEST: HUMAN LANDSCAPES 100   

M, 12/3 Group activity 6: risk and hazard reduction 25   

W, 12/5 Retrospective on course themes, evaluations    

Tu, 12/11 FINAL EXAM Tuesday, 12/11, 10:30-12:30 150   

 
 

I modified this course based on my personal teaching philosophy, but the content draws on materials provided by Noah Silber-Coats 

and Jesse Minor.  
 


