
GEOG 362 Sample Assessment  
Midterm paper: case study  

 
The goal of this assessment is to have you use your collective knowledge from all the activities in 
this course so far to evaluate a case study, to analyze evidence, and to come to an opinion that you 
communicate through writing.  
 
You will pick a case study of an environment/development intervention and evaluate its actual or 
potential impacts. Your interpretation of what constitutes an environment/development 
intervention can be broad. Development can be a project in the “underdeveloped” or industrialized 
world that is intended to bring about economic improvement and/or better quality of life. There 
must be some environmental consideration included in the intervention, either as a core or 
peripheral component. Examples include but are not limited to examining Guatemalan forestry 
incentives, small scale hydropower in Chile, family food and nutrition programs in India, using 
personal carbon offsets to finance renewable energy in the U.S., etc. This is your chance to choose a 
subtopic or region that you are most interested in!  
 
Using your chosen case study, gather evidence and write a paper evaluating this intervention. Include 
the following topics (although you do not have to answer these questions in this order):  

- What is the regional context?  

- What is the problem, or why was the invention needed in the first place?  

- What did the intervention entail? Give details on how it works. (i.e. explain how Guatemalan 
forestry incentives work, what small scale hydropower is, what the family food and nutrition 
programs promote, or what renewable energy is financed by offsets, etc.)  

- Who designed it?  

- Why was it designed this way?  

- How did it turn out? What have been the effects? Or if the intervention has not been 
implemented, what are potential outcomes?  

- Do you see this as a favorable intervention? What are some things that should change, or 
should the entire approach to solving this problem be different?  Would you recommend 
this intervention in other contexts?  

 
Be sure to include course concepts when evaluating the project and addressing the issues of 
inequality, power, knowledge, etc. Be critical in your evaluation and include analysis from 
proponents and from opponents of the intervention.   
 
Details of the format:  

- 6-8 pages 

- cite sources in any common style (APA, MLA, etc.)  

- sources should be from well-regarded, legitimate media outlets and scientific publications 

- 12-point font 

- -inch margins 

- double-spaced 
 



Sample rubric 
Midterm paper: case study  

 
Graded on a scale of 1-10.  For papers meeting some criteria in one category and others in another category, a fractional number is appropriate (i.e. 8.5)  

 

Criteria Excellent (9-10) Good (7-8) Needs improvement (6 and less) 

Introduction - Position and intent are 
clearly stated at the 
beginning of the paper 
 

- Organization of the paper 
is clearly outlined  

- Position and intent are stated 
but not clearly or at the 
beginning of the paper 
 

- The paper has some 
organization, but it’s not 
clearly outlined in the 
introduction 

- Position and intent are not 
stated in the paper   
 
 

- Organization of the paper is 
not clearly outlined  

Research/evidence - Research found is relevant 
to the argument that is 
compelling 

 

- Accurate presentation of 
evidence  

 
 
 

- Research links to class 
concepts and demonstrates 
that the author has 
understood them  

 

- Evidence is from a wide 
range of reputable sources 

- Research found is mostly 
relevant to the argument and 
mostly compelling 

 

- Research is mostly accurately 
presented, but some 
components have errors or are 
unclear  

 

- Research links to some class 
concepts but it is not clear if 
the author fully understood 
them 

 

- Evidence is from a narrower 
range of reputable sources 

- Research found is not 
relevant to the argument 
and/or not very compelling 

 

- Research is not very clearly or 
accurately presented  

 
 
 

- Research does not link to 
class concepts 

 
 
 

- Evidence is limited to only a 
couple of sources and/or is 
from non-reputable sources 



Arguments - The author takes a position 
in the paper and argues 
persuasively for it 
 

- The author considers 
counter arguments and 
responds to them 
thoughtfully  

- The author takes a position in 
the paper but arguments are 
lacking persuasion  
 

- The author considers counter 
arguments but does not fully 
respond to them 
 

- The author does not take a 
clear position in the paper  
 
 

- The author does not consider 
counter arguments  
 

Conclusions  - Conclusion is clearly stated 
and linked to the body of 
the paper  

- Conclusion is clearly stated but 
not fully linked to the body of 
the paper 

- Conclusion is not clear nor 
linked to the body of the paper 

 

Writing/organization - Coherently organized, easy 
to follow 

 

- Clearly addresses all points 
outlined in the assignment 
description 

 

- No spelling or grammatical 
errors  

 

- Writing is clear and concise 
 
 
 

- All evidence is cited and 
can be clearly accessed by 
the reader 

- Generally well organized and 
mostly easy to follow  

 

- Clearly addresses most points 
outlined in the assignment 
description  

 

- Few minor spelling or 
grammatical errors  

 

- Writing is mostly clear and 
concise but a few components 
lack clarity 

 

- All evidence is cited but not in 
a clear manner 

- Poorly organized and difficult 
to read  

 

- Does not address major points 
outlined in the assignment 
description  

 

- Several spelling or grammatical 
errors  

 

- Writing is not clear and/or 
concise  

 
 

- Not all evidence is cited or the 
citations are not clear 

 


